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SANGHA NEWS
It’s been a while since our last newsletter and, with coronavirus, quite a time it has been. The world is looking
different today from how it was when we last wrote, and we have all had to adapt to unfamiliar ways of being and
behaving. Of course this has impacted us at Hartridge too, yet there is still a tangible quality of friendliness and
peace at the monastery. The community has all been well, we have had a relatively stable group of laypeople staying
and helping the Sangha, and we have continued to be well supported by the generosity and kindness of the wider lay
community. We would like to express our gratitude and appreciation for all of you who have kept in touch and been
able to support in ways large and small.
The monastery is a very pleasant place, so
we have been fortunate that not being
able to go out very much hasn’t been a big
challenge for us, although of course there
are also the many occasions and events
that we have missed. There is plenty of
space in the grounds, and communal space
in the main buildings, so even though our
kutis or rooms may be small it is not
claustrophobic. And the relative quiet is
something that we have welcomed – in
effect a semi-retreat, although we have
been fairly active doing work in the
grounds, a lot of maintenance and even
more cutting and splitting logs. In fact it has been a bit of an opportunity to do some of those little tasks which we
haven’t managed to get round to in recent years. That might sound familiar to some of you! So, by and large, the
monastery is in pretty good shape, and we are beginning to lay the foundations for possible future improvements.
With far fewer visitors during the year, no big festival days, no “live” classes and no short stay guests we have been
able to draw breath. With a patchy broadband connection, we have been limited in our contribution to the online
world of Zoom. In many ancient cultures, there was a custom of intentionally having fallow years, just as we have a
fallow time each week for rest and refreshment – most of us call it “the weekend”. Whilst undertaken more out of
necessity than choice, the year since March, and probably at least into spring 2021, has, for many of us, the quality
of the fallow period, when some of our usual activity has had to be put aside, and we have the opportunity to look
again at our situation, our circumstances, our choices and priorities. It isn’t always a comfortable process, but it can
be healthy. For the Sangha here, it has afforded a much more stable period than we would usually have outside of
our normal winter retreat. When the pandemic, lockdown and restrictions began to affect the UK in March, we were
already in retreat, and the rest of the year since then has felt like a semi-retreat time. With the promise of effective
vaccines being rolled out, we may emerge after March 2021 into a world just beginning to look more “normal” again.
We would be thankful for that, start to pick up the strands of our lives, hopefully with a deeper appreciation for “the
way things are”, and find our way forward with care into the newly emerging reality. Of course, this can be the case
at any time, but sometimes it becomes a little more apparent to us.
So, since our last newsletter, what has happened at Hartridge? There have been some comings and goings, as is
usual in the monastic community, and for those of you who have been coming in recent years, below there is a brief
summary of who is and has been here. The main news is sad news though. Brian Robinson, former chair of the

monastery Trust, died at the start of December, in his early nineties. He had not had much contact with us for some
time, but he had been a trustee when the monastery was developing the woodland and pond and in the 1990s.
For the cat lovers, Winky passed away in early November after a gradual decline over the last
year. In November 2019 the vet had predicted that he had “a few weeks to a few months”, so
we were very happy when he was still with us in the spring, and although no longer the very
active cat of former years he did perk up a little over the summer before the final decline. The
end was peaceful though, in the heart of the monastery (as always), in his cosy place by the
AGA. We gave him a good funeral and he is buried in the grounds. Fortunately Winky has
been our only casualty so far this year.
During 2019, thanks largely to Ajahn Ariyo’s skill, we added most of the finishing touches to
the new Dhamma Hall, and during 2020 the building has effectively been completed. Gradually the Hall has taken
over from the old shrine room in the cottage as the meditation and meeting space in the monastery. The timing of
this has been very fortunate for us given the pandemic – we have had all of the benefits of the new space, without
the need for builders on site, or any uncertainty about whether or not there would be sufficient funds to finish.
The Sangha has been relatively stable for the last couple of years, with Ajahn
Jutindharo, Ajahn Vimalo and Ajahn Ariyo all resident for much if not all of the time,
and Ven Vannissara has been with us for the last eighteen months. Anagarika Tom
became Samanera Cittasamvaro in October 2019, and after three years at Hartridge,
in December last year he went to stay at Amaravati, where he will take full ordination
as a bhikkhu. There have been other monastics staying for shorter periods, Samanera
Silanando from Italy and Ajahn Nyanadassano from Amaravati last winter and this
spring (both locked down here), and this vassa we were five bhikkhus, possibly for the
first time ever at Hartridge, and certainly the first time in quite a few years. Arzu is
still here, Tan Supanyo came to stay from Amaravati in the summer, and Tan Mandali
after vassa shortly before the second lockdown. Ajahn Ariyo escaped to see family in
the USA in October, but all being well he will be back after Christmas, and then for the
winter retreat time we will be a very full house - six monks and six laypeople resident.
We had been planning to have an opening event for the Dhamma Hall in July 2020. Luang Por Sumedho, who was
expected to be in England at that time, had agreed to come, and we were expecting to be making arrangements and
getting ready in the spring. Of course, all of that went by the board. It is too early for us to know whether or not we
will try to do anything in 2021, although that will coincide with the Sangha having been at Hartridge for 35 years. If
something is going to happen, we will let you know!
From Hartridge we wish you all well in these challenging times, and look forward to a time hopefully not too far
away when the immediate covid crisis is behind us.
May you be happy
May you be well
May you be at ease.
Ajahn Jutindharo
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